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PSL announces forthcoming exhibition:

Roger Palmer ‘Latitude’/Jeremy Wafer ‘Tropic’

Photography Projects from the Tropic of Capricorn
8 October – 18 December 2010

PSL presents this exhibition of recent work by two artists working with photography and video. Jeremy Wafer undertook a residency at the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT) in Australia in 2005 as part of the ‘South Project’ which aims to establish relationships between artists and cultural theorists in the Southern Hemisphere. A project begun during that residency, to map a section of the Tropic of Capricorn in central Australia, was then extended to sections of the Tropic in Sao Paulo and the northern province of South Africa. Finding affinity in the work of Roger Palmer around similar issues, this work is to be realised in a two-person exhibition at PSL.
Roger Palmer will show Latitude (2008-10) a group of seven photo-triptychs, plus two videos shown on monitors, Canal (2007) and Spring Water (2009) both of which were made on the Leeds-Liverpool canal in the Armley district of Leeds.

For Latitude Palmer travelled to the three southern hemisphere continents over which the Tropic of Capricorn passes – Australia (Queensland), southern Africa (Namibia) and South America (Brazil) – with the intention of developing a project that would link these places through an approach to making photographs that acknowledges variations in topography and different indigenous and colonial histories. The resulting work comprises a group of twenty-one gelatine silver prints of uniform dimensions. By combining pictures made in different continents and which employ similar compositional strategies, each triptych examines how photography presents visual information in order to address complex questions about representation and mis-representation. Palmer says, ‘Ultimately, [the works] are about the hopelessness of trying to represent places. I don’t think they say anything about Australia, Namibia or Brazil, which is why I don’t bother to say which is which. They are much more about bringing together different fragments of the world into one location, and that location is the photographic picture plane.’

The project’s title, Latitude, proposes connections between different parts of the world: in this case through their position in a zone of climatic division around the Earth’s circumference, the southern boundary between the climatically distinct Temperate and the Torrid Zones. Latitude might also suggest an exploratory, open-ended approach to photography for both the artist and the viewer. 

Jeremy Wafer’s recent work has been focussed on issues of land and territory and on a conceptual reflection on processes and forms of representation. This investigation uses aerial and micro-photography, numeric and colour coding, site-specific intervention and mapping as characteristic modes.

Works by Jeremy Wafer to be shown at PSL include an installation of 100 post-card sized photographs displayed on a narrows shelf on the gallery wall, mapping out 100m of the Tropic at Alice Springs. This section of Tropic is also represented in a video work where the camera traverses the ground over approximately 100 metres in a continuous sweep. The Limpopo part of the Tropic (the northern-most province of South Africa) is represented by a series of large circular digital prints, 1 metre in diameter, of details of government survey aerial photographs. Wafer says, ‘My use of maps and aerial survey photographs came out of an interest in exploring issues of demarcation/borders/zones of inclusion and exclusion, which in a South African context were and are obviously charged with political, social and psychological resonance. The Tropic is however a ‘natural’ phenomenon rather than a political border which carries a more poetic resonance for me.’

Roger Palmer and Jeremy Wafer have been friends for almost twenty years. This is the first time their work has been exhibited together. The PSL project emerged from a meeting in Johannesburg in March 2010, when they first became aware of a common interest in the Tropic of Capricorn. In 1996, work by Wafer was included in Earth & Everything: Recent Art from South Africa, co-curated by Tessa Jackson and Roger Palmer at Arnolfini, Bristol.

For further information and images please contact Kerry Harker at PSL on kerryharker@projectspaceleeds.org.uk or 07752 733076.
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Roger Palmer lives and works in Glasgow. He is professor of Fine Art in the School of Fine Art, History of Art and Cultural Studies at the University of Leeds.
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Latitude has been realized through an AHRC Research Grant with further assistance from the University of Leeds. 

Jeremy Wafer is Associate Professor of Fine Art, Wits School of Arts at the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg.

