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Inspirational Quotes: Creativity, Art & Ideas

‘Creativity is the defeat of habit by originality’ Arthur Koestler

‘It may be those who dream most, do most’ Stephen Leacock

‘Curiosity is the mother of intelligence’ Anon

‘I am my brain’s publisher’ Philippe Starck

‘Thinking is drawing in your head’ Anon

‘If you don’t know where you’re going, all roads lead there’ Roman Proverb

‘God…. invented the giraffe, the elephant, the cat…He has no real style. He just goes on trying things.’ Pablo Picasso

‘Whoever said pleasure wasn’t functional?’ Charles Eames

‘Words are pegs to hang ideas on’ Henry Ward Beecher

“Invention or discovery takes place by combining ideas’ Jacques Hadamard, Mathematician

‘It is not so hard to be original. What is hard is to be original with continuity’ Andres Segovia

‘The sudden hunch, the creative leap of the mind that ‘sees’ in a flash how to solve a problem in a simple way, is something quite different from general intelligence.’  Martin Gardner

‘It is not hunger, but love and fear, and sometimes wonder, that makes us create…to give poetic form to the pragmatic’ Emilio Ambasz

‘The prerequisite of originality is the art of  forgetting, at the proper moment, what we know’ Arthur Koestler

‘To be is to do’ Sartre

‘Beware of artists.  They mix with all classes of society and are therefore most dangerous’ Queen Victoria

‘Art is what you can get away with’ Marshall McLuhan

‘Brilliant ideas, like truffles, are rare and only possible given special conditions’ Sol LeWitt

‘Man’s mind, stretched with an idea, never goes back to its original dimension’ Oliver Holmes

‘Personally, I always preferred inspiration to information’ Man Ray

‘I execute a drawing almost with the irresponsibility of a medium’ Henri Matisse

‘But the idea of the nest in the bird’s mind? Where does it come from? ‘ Joseph Joubert

‘Stare.  It is the only way to educate your eye and more.  Stare, pry, listen and eavesdrop.  Die knowing something.  You are not here long.’ Walker Evans, Photographer

‘I am always doing what I cannot do yet, in order to learn how to do it.’ Van Gogh

‘There once was a brainy baboon who always breathed down a bassoon.  For – he said – it appears, that in millions of years, I shall certainly hit on a tune.’  Anon

‘Art criticism is to artists as ornithology is to birds’ Pablo Picasso

‘Who is to say that pleasure is useless?’ Charles Eames

I have always loved things.  Just things in the world. I love trying to find the shape of things.’ Leonard Cohen

‘The imagination needs moodling – long, inefficient happy idling, dawdling, and puttering.’  Brenda Ueland

‘Every morning when we wake up, we have twenty-four brand-new hours to live.  What a precious gift!’  Thich Nhat Hanh

‘Every experience is unrepeatable.’  Italo Calvino

‘I dream a lot. I do more painting when I'm not painting. It's in the subconscious.’
Andrew Wyeth 
‘Vision without action is merely a dream. Action without vision just passes the time. Vision with action can change the world!’ Joel Arthur Barker

‘I’m not young enough to know everything.’ J.M.Barrie

‘Do not seek to follow in the footsteps of the men of old; seek what they sought.’  Matsuo Basho

‘No idea is so outlandish that it should not be considered with a searching but at the same time steady eye.’ Winston Churchill
Activities to get you feeling creative or just happier..

Spend one day just challenging assumptions

Spend your day imagining you were your hero

Try to connect things

Take a weekly risk and reward yourself for it

Watch for the unexpected and take advantage of it

Always try and look upwards.  Notice the rooftops.

Draw what is under your bed

Draw a scene from a film that made you cry

Draw the last thing you dreamt

Recreate a poster that you had as a teenager

Ask a member of your family to describe what you do

Write your own obituary

Draw an item of clothing  from your childhood. 

Make an encouraging banner and display it in public

Draw on bus tickets, shop receipts, old envelopes – anything but a white piece of paper

Draw by cutting

Try and improve a child’s drawing then ask a child to improve yours

Wear a costume or disguise

Alter your routine

Experiment with as many different kinds of drawing utensils as you can

Go for a walk and make a list of all the smells

Make tracings of stains or splotches. Incorporate them into a design

Document a place by interviewing people about it

Document any naturally occurring faces you find on your travels

Collect objects for their potential magic quality. Attach a story to them

Collect materials based on texture

People watch

Make a sculpture with whatever you have in front of you

Record everything you consume or everything you purchase in one day

Map out pavement cracks in your neighbourhood

Collect objects based on how they reflect light

Study your pets’ behaviour

Make a finger puppet

Make a model aircraft

Pick up an instrument and play it

Start your family tree

Set up an obstacle course
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